World Puppetry Day To Be Celebrated by Puppet Showplace Theater
on March 21, 2015
Festivities Include New “Puppets Around the World” Series and Promotion of
Childhood Arts Advocacy
(Brookline, MA)—Puppet Showplace Theater will celebrate World Puppetry Day on March 21, 2015 with
special programs for children and adults. “World Puppetry Day” is a celebration of the contributions made
by puppeteers across the world. Locally, Puppet Showplace Theater, New England’s premier presenter of
puppetry arts, is pleased to present a globally-inspired series “Puppets Around the World: Stories and
Puppetry Styles from Across the Globe,” featuring shows highlighting Chinese folklore, Turkish shadow
puppetry, and international guest performers from Quebec. The celebration also encourages children to
become arts advocates with a letter writing campaign.
World Puppetry Day is the creation of Union Internationale de la Marionnette (UNIMA-USA) in order to
recognize puppetry as a global art form. UNIMA is the international organization that unites puppeteers
across cultural, political, racial, and religious differences.
Roxanna Myhrum, artistic director of Puppet Showplace Theater said, “In the planning of the ‘Puppets
Around the World Series’ and the World Day of Puppetry celebration, I wanted our young audiences to
experience puppetry as a global art form. In some cases, that means encountering unfamiliar stories and
artistic styles. In other cases, it means seeing how puppetry is a common language that unites us with
cultures all over the world.”
As part of the World Day of Puppetry celebration, throughout the entire month of March, Puppet
Showplace Theater invites kids to participate in a letter-writing campaign to Governor Baker
demonstrating the importance of the arts and asking for his support. Letters and children’s artwork can be
dropped off at Puppet Showplace Theater or sent directly to: Governor Charles Baker, Massachusetts
State House, Office of the Governor, Room 360, Boston, MA 02133.
PUPPETS AROUND THE WORLD SERIES
“Where I Live/ Là où j’habite” by Montréal's acclaimed Des Mots d'la Dynamite, explores the wonder of
the places we inhabit in this wildly imaginative production for very young audiences, where two
characters, Téqui (Who-are-you) and Téou (Where-are-you) create delightful vignettes from found objects
and simple materials in order to better understand one another.
Wednesday March 11 @ 10:30 am, Thursday March 12 @ 10:30 am, Friday March 13 @ 10:30 am
Image: https://www.flickr.com/photos/94230110@N05/15877399505/sizes/l
“Shadows Around the World” by Nappy's Puppets, lets the audience experience world cultures and
history, learn about traditional storytelling, all while witnessing the exciting evolution of shadow puppetry
as an art form. In this fun and interactive show, guests meet everyone from elegant Chinese Emperors to
the topsy-turvy Turkish trickster Karagoz, all with the hilarious Jim Napolitano as your guide.
Thursday March 19 @ 10:30 am, Friday March 20 @ 10:30 am, Saturday March 21 @ 1:00 and 3:00 pm,
and Sunday March 22 @ 1:00 and 3:00 pm
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“Tiger Tales” by Chinese Theatre Works. This charming production, based on traditional Chinese
folklore, blends Chinese and Western styles of shadow puppetry to create a delightful theatrical
experience filled with wit and wisdom.
Thursday March 26 @ 10:30 am, Friday March 27 @ 10:30 am, Saturday March 28 @ 1:00 and 3:00 pm,
and Sunday March 29 @ 1:00 and 3:00 pm
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PUPPETS AT NIGHT

“Puppet Showplace Slam: International Edition,” In honor of the World Puppetry Day, the March
puppet slam features performances inspired by stories and puppetry styles from across the globe,
including globe-trotting shadow puppeteer Jim Napolitano. Live music, cash bar. Funding made possible
in part by the Puppet Slam Network,www.puppetslam.com www.facebook.com/PuppetSlamNetwork
Saturday, March 21 @ 8:00 pm
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For more information or press comp requests, contact Brenda Huggins, Puppet Showplace
Communications Director, 617-731-6400 x 201 or info@puppetshowplace.org
About Puppet Showplace Theater
Puppet Showplace Theater is wheelchair accessible and located at the Brookline Village T station on the
Green D Line at 32 Station Street, Brookline MA, 02445. The theater is barrier free and accessible to all
children and adults. Call the Puppet Showplace Box Office for more information and to purchase
tickets: 617-731-6400 x 101 or online at www.puppetshowplace.org.
Puppet Showplace Theater is New England’s only professional year-round theater dedicated to
presenting outstanding professional puppetry to diverse audiences through performances, workshops,
and community outreach activities. After 40 years of operations, the theater has become a treasured
cultural institution.
Puppet Showplace is funded in part by grants from the Massachusetts Cultural Council and the New
England Foundation for the Arts.
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